[Possibilities of diagnosis and treatment of malignant pleural mesothelioma].
Objective of our work was to evaluate: incidence, ethiology, diagnostic and treatment methods of malignant pleural mesothelioma. During period 1992-2001 125 cases of pleural mesothelioma were diagnosed in Lithuania. Conventional X-rays and ultrasound were used in 125 cases (100%), chest CT scans in 57 (45.6%), and chest X-rays and CT scans in 38 (30.4%) cases. In 5 cases (4.0%) we performed chest CT scans and MRI. Various surgical diagnostic methods were used: videothoracoscopy in 35 (28.0%) cases, pleural biopsies 72 (57.6%) cases, diagnostic "mini" thoracotomies - 18 (14.4%) cases. Malignant pleural mesothelioma in all cases was proved morphologically. These operations were performed: pleuropulmonectomies - 62 (60.1%), extended pleuropulmonectomies with resections of pericardium and subtotal diaphragm - 10 (9.7%), parietal pleurectomies without resection of lung and pericardium - 17 (16.5%), partial pleurectomies with resection of pericardium - 4 (3.8%), debulking of tumor (partial resections) - 10 (9.7%). Totally 103 patients were operated (82.4%). Twenty two patients were treated conservatively when diagnosis was confirmed. There were such main postoperative complications: fistulas of bronchial stump - 6 cases (5.8%), chylothorax - 5 cases (4.8%), injury of sympatic ganglion - 2 cases (1.9%), and hemothorax - 10 cases (9.7%); 3 patients (2.91%) died after operation. Mean survival time after combined treatment was 12+/-2 months. After conservative treatment alone - 6.0+/-2 months. In combined treatment group 22 patients (17.6%) had recurrence of disease during 3 years. In conservative treatment group no one survived 3 years. Combined surgical treatment of malignant pleural mesothelioma is still the most effective. Most of diagnosed cases were found in delayed stage. Mean survival time after combined treatment is 12.0+/-2 months, after conservative - 6.0+/-2 months, and recurrence of the disease during 3 years - 17.6% and 100% respectively.